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Description:

The Dena’ina Qenaga (‘Language’) website and digital archive arose out of the Dena’ina Archiving Training and Access (DATA) project – a collaborative project between the Alaska Native Language Center and the LINGUIST List. 

A primary goal of the DATA project was to create an enduring digital catalog of existing Dena’ina language materials, both print and audio, and to make them easily accessible over the Internet.  The over 500 pieces of physical materials held at the Alaska Native Language Center are extremely difficult to acquire without access in digital form. Users of the archive can now discover the existence of Dena’ina language materials that may never have been published or may have been out of print for many years as well as submit new materials in digital format. 

The digital archive was designed and implemented keeping the infrastructure of and materials held at the ANLC in mind as well as to allow the future inclusion of other Dena’ina libraries in Alaska. Web forms were developed for both users and for those who maintain and update the catalog.   It is fully searchable by title, author, date and dialect, contains descriptive information and in many cases materials are available for download. A system for respecting intellectual property rights allows access to materials, as the community deems appropriate.

The Dena’ina Qenaga website is designed to be a portal to community language initiatives as well as an entry point for the digital archive.   It contains descriptive information about grammar, sounds and dialects; information targeted for language learning; basic information on language technology; a collection of time-aligned stories; historical information on communities, placenames and linguistic work; and brief biographies of important Dena’ina writers and speakers.  There is also an area for news and an interface for a word of the day display.  Although the DATA grant is coming to a close, plans are in place for continued maintenance and development of the website by the community after the end of the DATA grant.
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