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Description:

APEC automates the time-consuming process of cataloging the phone distributions of field data, leaving more time for analysis and data collection.  Given a list of forms, APEC will automatically comb out phones, the environments in which they occur, and environment frequencies.  This tool uses the distribution patterns of the phones to additionally suggest hypotheses for phonemes, allophones, and minimal pairs.

Phonological data in APEC may be represented in the input character encoding or as feature bundles from the Phonetics Ontology.  A pattern matching search feature allows users to further explore their data. Finally, search and analysis results may be output as plain text, or in formats that can be imported into other applications, such as spreadsheets.

Since it is relatively small and portable, users will be able to download and run APEC with little hassle or extra training, making the tool accessible to a maximal number of field linguists.
